
1 

 

      

February 2020 

CELC Newsletter 
                                       Christôs Evangelical Lutheran Church 

                                                                                                              Church Website:  www.celcstanley.com 

 
 

Pastorõs Message 
 
Judge Not Lest You Be judged? 
 
Probably the most popular and most quoted biblical phrases the secular world employs (and usually against Christians) 
are the words of Jesus from Saint Matthewõs Gospel: Judge not, lest you be judged. (7.1) The reason I want to talk 
about this is because our Lordõs words here are so often taken out of their context and misused by people who donõt 
even consider themselves to be followers of Jesus.  
 
You know how it goesñ Someone brings this quote up every time they wish to show that another personõs actions or 
thoughts are not in line with Scripture. They believe it gives their position credit and validity if they quote Jesus even if 
they are very much misrepresenting what the Lord intends and not interested in anything else he says.  However, if that 
person were to actually look at the rest of chapter 7 instead of isolating one verse as a òproof textó, they would see that 
Jesus is teaching us about not making specific hypocritical judgments while we are actually guilty of exactly the same 
thing. For example, if you were to catch your friend stealing and exhort him to stop, but then turn around and commit 
the same sin yourself, then you would be guilty of the òhypocritical judgmentó that Jesus warns about in Ch.7.  
Many however, have used this verse to defend the practice of keeping silent when they encounter evil and wrong-doing 
of any kind (and usually when itõs an evil they themselves or someone theyõre close to are guilty of).   However, the 
burden of proof is upon those who insist that Jesus makes this sort of decree here.  This because the truth is that our 
Lord certainly does not make a general decree about making judgmentsñinstead he speaks about dealing with your own 
sin first in order that you can then better deal with the sin of your neighbor.  So in fact Jesus does expect you to make 
judgments but only if youõve sufficiently dealt with your own sin through confession and repentance and a denial of the 
flesh before you bring it to your brother or sisterõs attention. In fact, Jesus says through Paul, òThe spiritual man makes 
judgments about all thingséó(1Cor.2.15). 
 
This notion therefore, that we are not to judge the actions of anyone is completely absent from the Scripture.  It comes 
from twisting what Jesus actually meant when he said, òJudge not, lest thou be judgedó into what certain individuals want it to 
mean.  Simply put, this is called false doctrine. The only people that ever accuse Christians of òjudgingó others are those 
who are either unfamiliar with the Scripture or those who do not like to be told that they or their loved ones are 
committing sin.  At the end, it is exactly false doctrine and the teaching of demons to maintain that we are not to be 
concerned about our neighborõs sin.  
 
I honestly cannot tell you how many times Iõve heard someone say, òDonõt judge meó or òJudge not lest you be judgedó 
in an attempt to shut down the conversation by invoking a higher authority. Unfortunately this is going to happen and itõs 
going to happen especially when you judge and reject a teaching or practice the predominant culture has deemed 
acceptable. People will hate you for such judgments.  But this should never stop a Christian from confronting sin head-
on, for we know exactly what it means to be our brotherõs keeper and we know itõs not an option for us to just stand by 
and watch a brother or sister be dragged down into the Abyss by their sinñour love for them and for Jesus our Savior 
wonõt let us.  
 
Even though the world will hate us for not keeping silent about its unrepentant sin, we have the beatific blessing of Jesus 
Christ that comforts us:   Matthew 5:10-12 10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  11 "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
Blessed indeed! 
 
Your brother and servant, 
Pastor Frye 
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Prayer Requests:  
Reminder:  Peopleõs names will be rotated off of the Prayer List upon request or after 

30 days. If you know of someone who needs to remain on the prayer list for longer 

than 30 days, and have their permission to do so, please let the church office know.  
 

Immediate Care Concerns:  

 

Grieving:  

 

Hubert Abernathy, Michael Benedict  
 

The Reneõ Clippard Family (Reneõs Mother Jewell West) 

Home-bound Members:  
 

Gaynelle Moore   
 

Members in Nursing Homes:  Christine Wallace is at Huntersville Health & Rehabilitation  Ctr. ,                                                                                          

13835 Boren  St.  Huntersville, Ruth Cloninger  is at  Carillon in                                                                        

Lincolnton , Neal Ritchie  is at Stanley Total  Living Ctr. (123)  

 Friends and Relatives:  
Diana Kingsley Tony Beale Ray McNeely  Trudy Dixon             Sidney Mitchell             

Harry Murphy  Rick Martin  Wanda Murphy   Luther Murphy  Everett Lineb erger   

Barbara Rhyne          Gary Beale  Donnie Miskellly         Miles Cooper           Jim Bumgardner  

   
  

Februaryõs Birthdayõs 

1 Danielle Clippard 

2  Ronnie Abernathy  

5  Janice Clark  

5  Michael Olls  

5  Rebekah Olls  

 

February  Anniversaryõs 
15 Leonard & Loretta Lewis  

 

Baptism Anniversary  
2  Ruth Cloninger  

2 Amelia Clark  

2 Whitney Clark  

2 Ansley Spears  

10 Wesley Clark 

12 Neal Ritchie  

12 Brian Robinson 

24 Ann Linebeger  

24 Richard Smith  

 

19  Emma Powell 

26  Ann Harrison  

27  Sally Mahovsky  

27  Ruth Ridge  

27  Susan Wyatt  

 

Christmas Caroling in the 

neighbor! What fun for these 

four people excited about the 

season! We surprised Mike and 

Nancy along with other 

families with song. Even woke 

up the neighborhood dogs ! 

 

 
Gabriel and Morgan packing the 

sleigh for delivery of "Angel 

Tree" Gifts to TLC!  

Thank you all for making 

someone's Christmas special.  
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Celebration of the Christmas Season with family and 

friends at CELC!   Good to see All!  
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Prime Timers ---  Invite You!  

Letõs celebrate òValentineõs Dayó For Others 2020! 

February is the month of sharing, caring and sending cards to others.  

No need to òaddressó your card é just put the name on the envelope é 

 they will be delivered by a Valentine cupid helper!  

Put your cards in the mailbox in the memorial corridor of the church.  

You can see a suggestion list for sick/shut -in and nursing home members on the table  

in the memorial corridor. Final day for accepting cards will be Sunday, February 9 th ! 

Make a card or buy one then say a prayer for each one who will be receiving your little 

envelope of love!  This will be great fun!!  See Kathey or Mary if you have questions.  

 
Wow, the pizza dough 

maker was busy! 

These 30 CELC members 

sure enjoyed lots of pizza 

and salad on a beautiful 

Sunday after church.  

Enjoy the pictures of the 

happy crowd! 

What fun and fellowship... 

join us next time.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


